. Marine mammals in the list are indicated in blue colour.
Though 118 species have been listed here, the occurrence of certain species within the political boundary of Kerala has not been verified as yet, because of the absence of authentic sight records of these species. The most important among these are the Malabar Civet Viverra civettina and the Fishing Cat Prionailurus viverrinus. Though these two species were known to occur in Kerala based on historical records (Jerdon 1867; Blanford 1888 Blanford -1891 Pocock 1939; Hutton 1949; Prater 1971; Kurup 1987 Kurup , 1989 , two recent studies (Nandini & Mudappa 2010; Janardhanan et al. 2014) have ruled out the distribution in Kerala. Similarly, there has only been a vague mention of the presence of Eurasian Otter Lutra lutra from Kerala in the historic past (Jerdon 1867; Blanford 1888 Blanford -1891 Pocock 1941; Prater 1971) , and there have not been any authentic records of this species from anywhere in the state.
Several recent taxonomic studies have led to splits in the species status of mammals. The Common Langur Semnopithecus entellus has now been split into seven species in India (Karanth et al. 2008; Nag et al. 2011; Zinner et al. 2013 There have been several nomenclatural changes at the both generic and species levels, which are given in the Table 1 Karanth et al. 2008; Nag et al. 2011; Zinner et al. 2013) .
In this monograph, 118 species of mammals in 35 families and 13 orders are listed. Out of which 15 are endemic to Western Ghats. Twenty-nine species of mammals of Kerala, fall under the various threatened categories of IUCN, and five are Near-threatened. Eightyseven species fall under one of the schedules of Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act and 46 come under one of the appendices of CITES. 
